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If you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior you are already a member
of the Church Universal — the Body of Christ composed of all who have
ever believed in the One True God. The Bible, however, very clearly
commands that each Christian also be wholly committed, and rightly related
to the Church Local — an assembly of believers who meet together regularly,
know each other intimately and grow in Christ-likeness obediently
(Hebrews 10:24-25). Toward that end church membership at CGS is
strongly encouraged.

There are a number of advantages to being a member of CGS. First,
membership promotes harmony within the church in that each person
voluntarily affirms the essential truths of the Historic, Orthodox Christian
Faith. Second, membership promotes safety in that all leaders in the church
have been thoroughly examined both in regard to what they believe and
in how they live. Third, membership promotes accountability in that it
binds one believer to another in a covenant of commitment to a life of
holiness and obedience. And fourth, and most importantly, membership
expressly grants the elders of this local assembly the right to pastor you
(Heb. 13:17; Mt. 18:10-20). Membership helps us truly behave as brothers
and sisters in God’s family.

Membership at CGS is available to anyone who:

Believes and has been baptized into the name of Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Savior.
Affirms Good Shepherd’s “Tenets of Faith.”
Agrees with and signs Good Shepherd’s “Membership Covenant.”
Is not walking in sin and unrighteousness.
Is at least 18 years old (16 with parental consent).
Participates in the “Welcome to CGS” class. (Offered several times each
year, and lasting approximately 4 weeks, this class reviews CGS’s doctrine,
mission and structure. This requirement may be waived at the discretion
of the Elders.)

Note: Membership is a requirement for leadership at CGS. Leaders include, but are not limited

to, Elders, Deacons, Sunday School Teachers, Worship Team members, Flock Group Leaders

and Youth Coaches.
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Membership Covenant

I will love,
support and
encourage
my brothers
and sisters
in Christ.

“
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In becoming a member of the Church of the Good Shepherd
in Leo, Indiana, I will endeavor with all my heart, with God
as my strength and my judge, to do the following:
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I will be a faithful disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I will pray daily that God be honored and glorified by the manner in which
I live my life (Col 1:10; 1 Thess 5:17).

I will devote myself wholly and without reservation unto the Lord, turning
from sin in all its forms, while vigorously cultivating a life characterized
by the Fruit of the Spirit (2 Tim 2:19; Gal 5:22-26).

I will read God’s Word daily and study it systematically that I might grow
in grace and conform to the image of my Lord. To do this I will faithfully
attend both Sunday School and Sunday Worship Services (Heb 10:25;
2 Tim 2:15).

I will  discover and cultivate the spiritual gifts sovereignly assigned to me
(1 Tim 4:14; 1 Cor 12:11).

I will love, support and encourage my brothers and sisters in Christ.

I will pray daily for the leaders and the members of The Church of the
Good Shepherd (James 5:16).

I will exercise my gifts in a tangible manner through at least one of the
many ministries of The Church of the Good Shepherd (Rom 12:4-8; 14:19).

I will become personally involved in the lives of my brothers and sisters
at Good Shepherd by being an active participant in either a flock group,
a youth group, or some other group that meets regularly with whom there
can be both intimacy and accountability (i.e. —  Mimetime, Choir, Board
of Deacons, Board of Elders, etc.).  (Heb 3:13; 10:25; 1 Thess 5:11)

I will cheerfully and sacrificially give of my financial resources so as to
promote the work of the ministry at Good Shepherd (2 Cor. 9:7).

I will actively work to bring the lost to Christ.

I will pray daily for my unbelieving friends, neighbors and co-workers
(Philemon 6; 2 Thess 3:11).

I will be careful to cultivate relationships with unbelievers so as to be a
living vessel through whom God can speak to the world (Luke 5:32).

I will actively participate in the missionary ministries of Good Shepherd
so as to shed the light of the Gospel upon the whole world (Eph 6:19).
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I will read
God’s Word
daily...
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I will humbly submit to and place myself under the authority of the
Elders at Good Shepherd.

If an instance should arise in which I find myself in conflict with another
member(s) of the Body of Christ I will defer to and obey the judgment
of the Elders at Good Shepherd (1 Cor 6:1-8; Heb 13:17).

If any instance should arise in which I fall into sin, or my conduct is
deemed as unbecoming a Christian, I will defer to and obey the judgment
of the Elders at Good Shepherd (Heb 13:17; Gal 6:1).

If any instance should arise in which there is unresolved conflict within
my family I will defer to and obey the judgment of the Elders of Good
Shepherd (Heb 13:17).

I understand that if, in the judgment of the Elders, I am a member in
good standing I may withdraw my membership at any time.

I understand that if the Elders determine that I am in a state of unrepentant
sin I cannot withdraw my membership in an effort to circumvent the
mutual accountability inherent in this membership. If I persist in
unrepentant sin to the fourth and final stage of the restoration process,
as articulated by our Lord in Matthew 18:10-20, my membership will be
revoked by the Elders.

The Elders, in response to your commitment to be rightly related to this
local assembly of believers, pledge to be of every and any assistance to
you so that “you will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that
is Christ.” (Ephesians 4:14,15)

We pledge to help you be a faithful disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ by
cultivating in you a life of prayer, a character marked by the Fruit of the
Spirit, a mind focused upon God’s Word, and spiritual gifts used for His
glory.

We pledge to help you develop deep and fulfilling relationships with
your brothers and sisters in Christ by promoting an environment of
intimacy and understanding toward the end that the Fellowship of the
Saints would be for you an abiding reality.

We pledge to help you become a mature and capable workman for the
Lord by teaching, and helping you apply, sound doctrine so as to both
win the lost and edify the saints (2 Timothy 2:15).

We pledge to continuously strive to be godly examples to the flock under
our care, living up to the holy standards prescribed for leaders so that
your burden of submission to the Elders will always be a light one (1
Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Peter 5:2,3).

We pledge to care for you as a whole person, both soul and body,
recognizing that your physical needs are as important as your spiritual
needs (James 1:27).



In the space provided below please include your personal
story of how you came to know Christ as your Savior
(include the date and place of your water baptism).

Elder Member

Date Date
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Elder Member

Date Date

The above signed member of The Church of the Good Shepherd,
in Leo, Indiana, with the approval and blessing of the Board of
Elders, has withdrawn his/her membership in this local assembly.


